This slim volume offers a very readable up-todate review of a rapidly expanding subject. The occasional contradiction and inaccuracy may annoy those engaged in active research, for example that antiviral agents should be used only when absolutely necessary but that the common cold is a prime target for chemotherapy. Again we are told that interferon is relatively non-toxic but then later that toxic side effects are regularly observed.
It is uncertain for whom the book is intended. The expert may well enjoy the easy style and find the extensive references useful but will not learn much. The student may benefit more in all regards, though some will consider the clinical aspects of the treatment of viral disease to have been given rather short shrift. Despite these reservations the book can be recommended as a pleasant read for all those interested in the subject.
A PAUL FIDDIAN

Head of Clinical Antiviral Chemotherapy Section The Wellcome Research Laboratories, Beckenham
Children: A Handbook for Children's Doctors P Gray & F Cockburn (ed) pp 374 £30 London: Pitman 1984 In spite of its title, this book only covers a relatively small component of the knowledge required by those dealing with the primary health care of childrenat whom, the editors say in their preface, it is directed. It covers the growth and development of children and those diseases which affect these two components. For example, it deals with chickenpox in the fetus and neonate, and mentions the possibility of vaccination, but computely ignores chickenpox as a disease in the older child. Nor does it cover many of the wide range of minor maladies; for example, the disorders of the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts which bring so many children to the general practitioner and the clinic.
I suspect, too, that the novice in this field will find much of what is written difficult to follow. Too much emphasis is placed on the rare and not enough on the fundamentals. For those who already have some knowledge of child growth and development this does not matter and for them this may well be a useful book, but I think that they would prefer to go to a major text -for example, the Textbook of Paediatrics edited by Forfar and Arneil (Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh) -whenever they want to read about a topic in depth. This paperback is no more than its title impliesthe proceedings of a conference designed to pool current knowledge on the subject. This inevitably results in a curious mixture of topics, e.g. achievements to date (such as reduction of field size in chest X-rays and reduction of dose to dental patients); a summary of diagnostic decision-making processes including decision matrices and receiver operating characteristic curves; a quick look at information theory; and relatively detailed short accounts of the present status of luminance and perception, xeroradiography, emission tomography (including position emitters), real-time ultrasound, Doppler techniques digital radiography (including digital subtraction angiography) and nuclear magnetic resonance. Only in computed tomography (CT) and digital radiography are radiation doses quoted. For CT the surface radiation dose is given as 3 rad for the head and 2-3.5 rad for the
